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ABSTRACT

THE SHINING PATH: THE SUCCESSFUL BLENDING OF MAO AND
MARIATEGUI IN PERU by MAJ William G. Graves, USA, 226
pages.

This study analyzes the Peruvian Maoist Shining Path
(Sendero Luminoso) movement to discover an explanation for
its survival and growth in power. The nature of the
insurgency, to include the movement's goals, forms of
warfare, ideology, strategy, organization and unity, popular
support, and external support are analyzed within the
context of the Peruvian environment and the government
response. The author concludes that the Shining Path’s
survival and growth in power results from the movement's
superior strategy, its organizational capability, and the
government'’s response. The Shining Path has adapted Maoism
to Peru’'s current realities. Its strategy, although
controversial for its use of terrorism and sabotage of
Peru's economic infrastructure, has proven successful to
date. Most importantly, it has a cohesive organization that
ls remarkably adaptable. The Shining Path's external
support network aids in politically isolating the Peruvian
government internationally and provides significant funding
from coca cultivation. The government's failure to
recognize the nature of the insurgency, its seeking of a
primarily military solution to the insurgency, and the
brutal repression it has impcsed has contributed to the
Shining Path’s success.
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CHAPTER 1

THESIS PARAMETERS

INTRODUCTION

I will conduct an analysis of the Maoist, rural-
based Shining Path insurgency movement, known in Spanish as

the Sendero Luninoso.l

This investigation will attempt to
answer the primary research question of "How has the Shining
Path insurgency movement been able to survive and expand in
Peru?”". This analysis will focus on the movement's origins,
the environment in which it originated and operates, the
source of its power, the extent and nature of its popular
support, its ideology, goals, strategy. The analytical
framework for the research is that in Insurgency and
Terrorism: Inside Modern Revolutionary Warfare by Bard
O’'Neill.

BACKGROUND

In 1980, the Shining Path began its campaign of

lThe terms Shining Path, the Communist Party of Peru-Sendero
Luminoso, and PCP will be introduced during this study and are to
be considered synonymous.



violence in Peru. Originally not considered a threat to the
survival of the Peruvian government, it is now challenging
the legitimacy of the constituted government of the country.
Over 20,000 deaths have been attributed to the struggle
between the Shining Path and the Peruvian security forces
since 1980 and over sixteen billion dollars damage has been
done to the Peruvian economy. The government is failing in
its counterinsurgency campaign. Although this movement is a
Maoist, rural-based insurgency, it differs from the textbook
models such that those familiar with the situation are
unsure as to the current balance of forces and how the

Peruvian government should proceed.

ASSUMPTIONS

The following assumption has been made to conduct

this study:
-That the Shining Path is winning the insurgency.

This assumption is supported by the growth of the Shining
Path from a localized movement in the Department of Ayacucho
to one that is able to exert its influence in almost all of
Peru's departments. The Shining Path maintains the
initiative in the struggle and the government has yet to

implement a successful strategy against the insurgents.

LIMITATIONS AND DELIMITATIONS

Several significant obstacles stand as limitations



to my research.

One limitation is that the Shining Path is a recent
and ongoing phenomenon. Twelve years have passed since the
movement first surfaced. The movement has not been
extensively studied outside of Latin America until about
1985 when it began to be recognized in international forums
as a serious threat to the Peruvian government. This limits
the amount of primary source material available in English.

The Shining Path has published few definitive
documents on its organization, leadership, strategy,
operations, or financing. This is the major limitation of
this investigation.

The Peruvian government has not been open about its
strategy, military operations, nor its enemy, the Shining
Path., Much of the government's silence is due to the need
for operational security, while the government also
distrusts the international news media because of the
criticism the government receives on its human rights
record. Officers of the Peruvian military will discuss the
Shining Path and their perceptions of its strengths,
weaknesses, ideology and strategy in private, however.

Also, travel to Peru is not possible during this
study.

My initial literature search supports my belief that
sufficient material exists to overcome the limitations I

have identified. A significant amount of study of the



Shining Path has been done in Latin America and is available
in Spanish. The material written in Spanish will greatly
asgist in overcoming the lack of English resources. 1 have
documents acquired during US military deployments to Peru.
These include documents captured from a Shining Path
safehouse in Lima which served as a residence for the leader
of the Shining Path. Some of these documents provide
valuable information on the Shining Path unavailable
anywhere else.
This study will not examine the following issues in

depth:

-The Peruvian government’'s counterinsurgency campaign.

-The counterdrug campaign being waged by the Peruvian
and United States governments.

-The applicability of US counterinsurgency doctrine vis-
a-vis the Shining Path.

-United States national interests in Peru.

-The utility of US forces conducting Foreign Internal
Defense missions in Peru.

Algo, I will limit the study of the Shining Path to

1980-1991.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
This study is significant for a variety of reasons.
The Shining Path appears to be winning. Few

insurgencies have been successful in this century. An



insurgency that after eleven years appears to be growing may
provide some important lessons on revolutionary warfare.

The Shining Path is also an ideological anomaly in
Latin America. The Shining Path does not follow the foco,
or Cuban, insurgency model more often seen in the 1960s and
1970s. While it is normally categorized as a rural Maoist
insurgency, it exhibits significant differences from the
traditional Maoist model. The movement has not rigidly
adhered to Macist strategy, but instead adapted its sgstrategy
to changing conditions in Peru. The Shining Path has also
woven the 19208 writings on Peruvian society of Peruvian
Marxist Jose Carlos Mariategui into its ideological
foundation, resulting in an ideology quite unique to Peru.

The insurgency may have a regional impact. The
ethnic and cultural composition of the predominantly Indian
and mestizo (of mixed white and Indian blood) Peru is
similar to that of two other Andean countries, Bolivia and
Ecuador. The potential exists for this insurgency to be
replicated within other Andean countries.

This study is both significant and timely when
viewed with respect to United States national objectives,
which are promoting regional stability and reducing the flow
of cocaine into the United States. Neither objective can be
attained if the Shining Path wins. Finally, the counterdrug
war that the United States is waging will result in almost

$100 million in equipment and training for the government of



Peru. Large numbers of American civilian and military
personnel will participate in counterdrug-related operations
within Peru. The nexus between the coca cultivation and
guerrillas requires a greater understanding of the nature of

the Shining Path and its strategy.



CHAPTER 2

SIGNIFICANT SCHOLARLY AND PRIMARY SOURCES

PERUVIAN SOCIETY

Much scholarly work is available on the systemic
Peruvian social problems that have led to the current
insurgency. Several quality works by Peruvian authors
provide detailed insight on the social, economic and
political conditions within Peruvian society.

Marxist Hugo Blanco's 1972 work, Land or Death: The
Peasant Struggle in Peru, paints a vivid portrait of the
educated, but frustrated, middle-class Peruvians who can
find no avenue for advancement within the Peruvian society
of the 1950s and 1960s. As members of this class, Blanco
and his comrades struggle to reform the social and political
structure of the society through political organization of
the urban workers, the rural peasants and the university
students. Land or Death identifies the Peruvian peasants’
struggle for land ownership as the cause that results in the
short-lived 1965 Peruvian insurgency. This insurgency

contributed to the 1968 military coup d’etat, but little



resulted in the way of land reform or increased upward
mobility for the middle class.

The 1968 Peruvian military coup and its subsequent
attempt to make radical change in the social and political
fabric of the nation resulted in international social
scientists extensively studying Peruvian society and the
Peruvian military. Abraham Lowenthal’s 1975 The Peruvian
Expreriment is probably the most comprehensive work to date
on the radical social reforms of the military rule of the
1968~1975 period. Energized by the 1965 insurgency, the
military had recognized the vulnerability of Peru to
insurgency due to the social and economic inequalities that
existed in the society. The Peruvian Experiment documents
the social engineering that the military attempted during
its dictatorship to remedy the situation.

In Lowenthal’s sequel, The Peruvian Experiment
Reconsidered, coauthored by Cynthia McClintock in 1983, he
concludes that the initial success of the reforms did not
accomplish the objectives sought by the military.

Hernando de Soto’s The Other Path provides an
excellent view of Peruvian government, its policies, and
organization, and an analysis of the Peruvian society. De
Soto studies the housing, commerce, and public transportion
in the informal economy, and documents a dualism between a
small formal sector and a large informal sector in each

industry. The informal sector consists of lower and middle-



class groups that operate outside Peruvian law because the
legal system creates insurmountable roadblocks to the legal
formal economy. This, De Soto points out, has resulted in
people having "gradually grown used to living outside the

"2

law. His work illustrates the ineffectiveness and

irrelevancy of much of the Peruvian bureaucracy.

Jose Carlos Mariategui's Seven Interpretive Essays
on Peruvian Reality, written in 1928, articulates the semi-
feudalistic social and economic conditions that prevailed
within Peru in the early 1900s. Although Peruvian society
has changed much since then, the Shining Path has adapted
Mariategui’'s analysis to its revolutionary ideology. The
significance of Mariategui’s writings to an understanding of
the ideology of the Shining Path can be seen in the full
name of the Shining Path: "el Partido Comunista del Peru
por el Sendero Luminoso de Mariategui," or, the Communist

Party of Peru-- By Way of the Shining Path of Mariategui.3

THE SHINING PATH

The two best-known writers on Peru and the Shining

Path in the United States are David Scott Palmer and Cynthia

zHernando de Soto, visi v

the Third World (New York: Harper and Row, 1988), 5.

‘abriela Tarazona-Sevillano, Sendero Luminoso and the Threat

of Narcoterrorism, The Washington Papers (New York: Praeger, 1990),
2.



McClintock. The vast majority of bocks and articles
published in the United States reference these two writers’
books and articles on the insurgency.

The works of McClintock that appear to be the most
useful are "Sendero Luminoso: Peru's Maoist Guerrillas" from
Problems in Communism in 1983 and the 1984 World Politics’
"Why Peasants Rebel: The Case of the Sendero Luminoso."

The first article recounts in detail the conditions
that existed in the 1970s and early 1980s that led to the
formation of the Shining Path, its violent nature and the
lack of knowledge about the organization. McClintock's
second article attempts to document the reasons for the
Andean peasants’ support of the Shining Path against the
government.

David Scott Palmer’'s writings are centered on Samuel
Huntington's political development theory, resulting in
conflict between a developed center and an undeveloped
periphery, and James Davies "J-Curve" theory of rising

¢ Many of his conclusions are a result of his

expectations.
personal experiences in Peru.

There is currently a controversy in the United
States academic world over the accuracy of the earlier

writings of David Scott Palmer and Cynthia McClintock. I

first found reference to it in an article by Andrew Wheat.

‘Deborah Poole and Gerardo Renique, "The New Chroniclers of
Peru: US Scholars and their ’'Shining Path’ of Peasant Rebellion,"

Bulletin of Latin American Research Vol. 10, No. 2, (1991): 150,
10



He identifies a significant problem facing the researcher in
his article "Shining Path’s ’'Fourth Sword’ Ideology". He
writes that,

Without access to Sendero, writers recycle one
another’'s work and frequently portray Sendero’s ideology
as ? bigarre blend of gncan superstition and Chairman
Mao’s Little Red Book.

Accuracy suffers and errors are compounded by repetition.
This was further documented in Deborah Poole and Gerardo
Renique’s "The New Chroniclers of Peru: US Scholars and
their 'Shining Path’ of Peasant Rebellion."

Several of the most repected English-speaking
writers on the Shining Path today are Taylor Lewis in Great
Britain and Ronald Berg, Henry Dietz, and Andrew Wheat in
the United States.

At a time that writers such as Cynthia McClintock
were writing that the Shining Path "were no longer a mere
band of disillusioned provincial university students,"
Taylor Lewis was describing in detail the Communist Party of

Peru-- Shining Path.6

He did not describe a group of
disillusioned students, but rather, he documented the fact
that the Shining Path was a radical Maoist political party

that had resulted after two major fractures in the Communist

Party of Peru. Lewis wrote his study Maoism in the Andes in

sAndrew Wheat, "Shining Path’s ’'Fourth Sword’ Ideology,"
Journal of Political and Military Sociology 18 (Summer 1990): 42.

sCynt.hia McClintock, "Sendero Luminoso: Peru’s Maoist

Guerrillas," Problems of Communism, Sept-Oct 1983, 19.
11



1983 after conducting research in Peru from 1980-1982. Long
before many English-speaking writers had begun to write
about the "cult" of the Shining Path, he detailed its
political and military organization, ideology, strategy, and
growth in the Peruvian Department of Ayacucho. Many later
works by writers like Dietz and Wheat have confirmed Lewis'’
earlier claims.

Dietz’' 1990 "Peru's Sendero Luminoso as a
Revolutionery Movement" is an excellent overview on the
Shining Path that continues with Taylor's lesson that the
movement is an organized communist party, not a mystical
group in the Andes espousing a return to the glory of the
Incas. Although a comprehensive examination of the Shining
Path, Dietz's work is especially strong in the areas of
leadership and goals of the organization.

The "Shining Path's 'Fourth Sword’ Ideology" is a
detailed analysis of the ideology of the Shining Path. One
of the shortfalls in many of the studies of the Shining Path
is that the scholars state that the movement is "extremely
Maoist" without explaining the significance of being
"extremely Maoist."' Andrew Wheat's 1990 article defines
the Maoist ideology of the Shining Path by defining Chinese
Maoism and also the link to the writings of Mariategui. He

explains the current ideology and identifies its differences

'Cynthia McClintock, "Why Peasants Rebel: The Case of Peru’'s
Sendero Luminoso," World Politics 37 (Oct 84): 48.

12



from Chinese Maoism. One weakness of the Shining Path,
according to Wheat, is that the Shining Path is attempting
to apply Mariategui while not having "updated Mariategui to
the present day, an obsolesence reflected in the Party’s
views on the state and the social classes."8

Several indepth studies have been completed
recently. The RAND Corporation’s study "The Shining Path
and the Future of Peru" gives a complete anaslysis of the
Shining Path's insurgency strategy, the weaknesses of the
government, and the possibilities for the future. This 1990
RAND study is the second to be authored for that
organization by Gordon H. McCormick.

One of the most current and most inclusive studies on
the Shining Path is Sendero Luminoso and the Threat of
Narcoterrorism. Published in 1990 by the Center for
Strategic Studies in Washington, DC, the study is done by a
former Peruvian criminal affairs prosecutor, Gabriela
Tarazona-Sevillano. Her work is one of the more complete
studies of the Shining Path. Tarazona has conducted
detailed research on the Shining Path, focusing on the
movement's ideology, strategy, goals, and organization.

Her study is well-documented and is devoid of any emotional
references to "mysticism" or vague claims about the Shining
Path.

Several post-graduate papers have been written on

YWheat, 48.
13



the insurgent’s and government'’'s strategies, the role of the
Peruvian military in modernizing and developing Peru, and
the Peruvian use of civil defense forces in the defense of
rural villages against the insurgents. The most valuable to
my research was a master’s thesis completed in 1986 by F.T.
Jones at the Naval Postgraduate School, "Sendero Luminoso:
Origins, Outlooks, and Implications". Jones’ work studies
the birth and initial years of the Shining Path using 1980-
1985 material on the Shining Path. Though dated, Jones’
analysis is insightful and provides a basis from which to
conduct additional research.

Few Spanish-speaking writers have published works on
the Shining Path in the United States or have had their
writings translated into English. Many Peruvian writers
have written on the Shining Path since it first surfaced as
a violent political party in 1980. This has resulted in a
lack of availability of extensive accounts of Shining Path
activities and analyses of the different aspects of the
movement from those most threatened by the movement. Few
Peruvians have published in English in the United States,
such as Gustavo Gorriti and anthropologist Edmundo Morales.

Gorriti, long a writer on the Shining Path in
Spanish in his native Peru, has only recently begun to
publish on the Shining Path in English. His 1990 "The War
of the Philosopher-King" describes the formation and growth

of the Shining Path, while the "Terror in the Andes: The

14



Flight of the Ashaninkas" documents a case of the Shining
Path crushing Indian resistance in the Satipo region of
Peru.

Another Peruvian who has published extensively on
the Shining Path, but in Spanish, is Raul Gonzalez.
Although his works are not readily accessible in the United
States, several of his articles can be found in the 1980
anthology of Peruvian writings on the Shining Path, Sendero

This excellent work is a chronological collection of
Peruvian accounts of the Shining Path from 1980-1989, and do
not reflect any of the earlier images of "Incan mysticism"
seen in the United States. These articles trace the
surfacing of the Shining Path and its operations as they

occurred over the past decade.

THE DRUG CONNECTION

Most writing on the connection between the cocaine
traffickers and the Shining Path has been done by
Jjournalists in articles on the cocaine inaustry or the
United States counter-drug war. Little is written
specifically about the relationship between the Shining Path
and the cocaine traffickers, and only recently has more been
seen on the protection of the coca growers by the Shining
Path. Authors acknowledge that accurate and indepth

Journalism is limited by the inability of journalists to

15



safely travel in such coca producing areas as the Upper
Huallaga Valley and the Satipo region of Peru.

Edmundo Morales’ ine: White 1d Rush j eru
provides views of peasant social and economic conditions in
Peru, and details the contradictions in Peruvian society
that give rise to peasant participation in the Shining Path
movement. The 1989 work by Morales is also the best source
I have encountered in articulating the extent to which coca
is imbedded in the Andean Indian culture. It also details
the four social levels of the Peruvian campesino class and
the social and economic contradictions that exist within
these levels that are exploited by the insurgents. Morales
denies the existence of a guerrilla-narcotrafficker, arguing
that as the drug traffickers are a profit-motivated group,
any relationship with the Shining Path would not be sought

voluntarily.’

Tarazona's Sendero Luminoso and the Threat of
Narcoterrorism, mentioned earlier, provides a much more
detailed view of the Shining Path’s seizure of control in
the coca producing regions of Peru. She analyzes the
strategy and operational techniques the movement uses to
gain control of a region’s coca production. The
relationship the Shining Path assumes between the coca

growers and the drug traffickers is analyzed, in addition to

‘Edmundo Morales, Cocajne: White Gold Rush in Peru, (Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 1989), 140.

16



the effects or benefits each party derives from such a

relationship.

PROBLEM AREAS

Few primary documents published by the Shining Path
are available through library searches. This is the major
shortfall that my research effort has had to address. The
collective leadership of the Shining Path has only given
several interviews through the years and has generally
shunned the press. Some material is available within the
United States Army on the Shining Path due to Training and
Doctrine (TRADOC) Subject Matter Expert Exchange (SMEE)
visits and training missions to Peru.

Another major gap in the current literature is
whether or not the Shining Path is able to generate popular
support for its movement. This is an area of controversy
that impacts on the Shining Path's current success.

Finally, what of the movement's urban campaign,
which is not easily explained by their Maoist ideology?
Most discussions of this are cursory, while some dismiss it
as a sign of the Shining Path's failure in the countryside.

This requires additional research.

17



CHAPTER 3

THE ANALYTICAL MODEL AND APPROACH

My methods of research for this study were two-
phased in my approach to the subject. The first was an
intensive library search while the second consisted of
Peruvian military and Shining Path documents, and supporting
interviews.

I initially conducted a broad literature search to
determine if sufficient materials existed on the Shining
Path. Once 1 was satisfied that sufficient material was
available, I began a detailed search in the Combined Arms
Research Library (CARL) at the U.S. Army Command and General
Staff College for indepth material on Peru and the Shining
Path. Some of the computer data bases which proved useful
are as follows:

=CARL Public Access Module

-Info Trac

~-Foreign Broadcast Information Service CD-ROM Index
-~Dissertation Abstracts (CD-ROM)

-Congressional Information Service (CD-ROM)

18



-National Technical Information Service (CD-ROM)

-PAIS Info Service
I also conducted a search for unclassified material through
the Defense Technical Information Center which produced
several good sources.

I refined my thesis question during the literature
search. It became apparent that the Shining Path was
conducting a successful insurgency such that those
knowledgeable in Latin American insurgencies were not all in
agreement as to the reasons for its success. I felt that
the reasons for this success could be significant for the
study of revolutionary warfare, and refocused the thesis
question to look specifically at the Shining Path and the
reasons for the movement’s survival and expansion in Peru.

Inter-library loans from other libraries in the
United States were used, especially to acquire sources
published in Latin America and Europe. Few institutions in
the United States appear to possess extensive materials on
the Shining Path.

I next needed to decide on a framework for analysis
of the Shining Path as an insurgency movement. I selected
one early on in the research process to allow me to narrow
my research focus. This was the second most important
decision of the research process after the definition of the
thesis question, as it would define many of the secondary

research questions to be answered.
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I selected the analysis framework of Bard O'Neill’s

Insurgency & Terrorism: Inside Modern Revolutionary Warfare.

Several different models were considered prior to selecting
0’Neill’s.
Jeffrey Ryan, in his published Ph.D. dissertation

"The Dynamics of Latin America Insurgencies,"

presents one
such model. According to Ryan, his model presents a
mathematical rating system with which to explain "success
and failure outcomes" and possible alternative outcomes. !
Ryan’s model looks at four factors, Incorporation,
Performance, Protection/Coercion, and External Factors, and
comparatively rates both the government regime and the
insurgents against them. Ryan’s model, however, tries to
assess the status of the four factors to each actor without
adequately attempting to explain how the actor got to that
condition. Insurgent ideology is not addressed.
Performance does not address the insurgent’'s strategy.
Popular support is rated under Incorporation, but is not
analyzed at all. This model was discarded.

Max Manwaring has an excellent framework for
analysis in his "A Model for the Analysis of Insurgencies."
His model addresses four actors: the insurgents, the

governeent, and the external support of each. The major

limitations with this analysis framework for this study of

loJeffery J. Ryan, "The Dynamics of Latin American
Insurgencies: 1956-1986 (Venezuela, Peru, Cuba, El1 Salvador)"”
(Ph.D. diss., Rice University, 1989), 210,
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the Shining Path are that Manwaring’s model is focused from
' the view of prosecuting counterinsurgency and the fact that
the focus is diffused. This study will not analyze the
Peruvian government in depth, nor any external support it
receives.

George K. Tahnam and Douglas S. Blaufarb offer
another framework that the reader may find interesting. 1t
provides seven military and seven non-military factors for
analysis, but as the name of the unpublished work implies,
"Fourteen Points: A Framework for Analysis of

Counterinsurgency,"

the framework is for analysis of the
government’s counterinsurgency efforts. Anyone expanding on
this investigation of the Shining Path to examine the
Peruvian government’s counterinsurgency efforts may want to

consider this analytical framework.

The US Army’s Field Manual 100-20, Military

ow tensj o) ict, also contains a
framework for analysis of insurgencies in the manual’'s
Appendix C. This framework, however, is much too broad for
this study of the Shining Path. As the introduction of the

framework states, "

wll

A study based upon this guide could fill
several volumes. Also, the framework never mentions the

insurgent's strategy, and ideology is only mentioned in a

11

U.S. Army and Air Force, Fie M 00-20 o)
Pamphlet 3-20, Military Operations in LQ Integg; Y Conf11c

(Wwashington, D.C.: Department of the Army and Department of the Air
Force, 1990), C-lo
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cursory manner. This framework was not selected as both of
these factors appear to be important to the understanding of
the Shining Path.

I selected Bard O’Neill’s framework for analysis

from Insurgency and Terrorism: Inside Modern Revolutionary

Warfare. I chose O’'Neill’'s model because it focuses on the
insurgent movement and the concepts of insurgent strategy,
popular support, organization and examines ideology as part
of the nature of the insurgency.

The search for an analytical framework identified
the need to better understand the revolutionary concepts
used by O’Neill and the writers on the Shining Path. I
identified the popular protracted warfare as espoused by Mao
and the concepts of Peruvian Marxist Jose Carlos Mariategui
as necessary for analyzing the Shining Path.

My next step was to search out relevant Peruvian
documents and conduct personal or telephonic interviews with
qualified individuals that could provide answers to
questions that the library search had generated.

I began this phase of research with Peruvian
military documents and briefing notes from a combined U.S.-
Peruvian Countersubversive Operations Subject Matter Expert
Exchange in which I participated between 15-20 June 1990 in
Lima, Peru. Next, I searched out the rel<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>